A simple visual immunoassay (VIA) for the semiquantitative determination of plasma elastase levels.
Elastase levels are an important marker of the extent and severity of inflammatory processes. We describe a visual immunoassay based on two monoclonal antibodies for the semi-quantitative determination of plasma elastase levels. The method is rapid, reliable, easy to perform, and does not require special laboratory equipment. There is coincidence of our results with those obtained by quantitative methods. The assay is suitable to obtain information for the management of patients in most intensive care units.